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RE THERE DIAMOND
" MINES IN FLORIDA?

geriking Similarity between
|
|

Clay in Certain Portions of

This State and in the Kimberly District

of South

Africa.

\]nrh nd

4 Flori

ntly been revived by W. G.

g receil

well, of Tallahassee, who calls at-
ion to some of the old legends and

;0 points oul that there is a start-

: .;»n,x-lion of this State and that

e famous Kimberly diamond
"' ¢ South Africa. Whetaer dia-
4. arc there or not, he does not
wut his deductions are of espe
i mrerest to Floridiang.

following is a copy of Mr. Pow-
. communication to the Times-Un-

Legend of Wakulla.

glitor Times<Union: There appear-
i the Times-Union a few days ago
neresting Interview with Hon. H
crawiord, Secretary of State, rela-
e 10 the “Legend of Wakulla,” as
w rnown in Middle Florida history
,q the famous buried Spanish treas
I+ has always been accepted as lit-
4l trie by all of the old residents
, wakulla county that an untold
pount of Spanish treasurs lies at
ns day hidden in the vicinity of old
. Varks in great fron chests of Span
s gold. The “Legend of Wakulla”
temiliar ¢ all of the old families of
iide Porida, Hon, John L. Craw
+1 Secretary of State for many
ors. who was succeeded by his son
on, H. C. Crawford now Secretary,
¢ gtate, moved to Waitulla county.
worida. from Crawford county, Geor-
4y in the “forties,” and among the
i residents of 'Wakulla county in
wse davs, the “Legend of Wakul
" was a familiary topic, among the
bany other mysteries and legends of
vis ancient portion of Florida, for
were are many others not less en-
nanting, some of which 1 shall men-
on in this article.
Fort of St. Marks.

To begin with it must be remember-
{ that the old fort of St. Marks is
e of the very oldest landmarks in
he western hemisphere, that in:those
selent days the primordial forest did
ot reach lower than the foot hills of
he Apalachian range. '
The foothill line in - this vicinity
. about three miles south of Talla-
assee, and something less, west of
wuth: thence to the coast it was an
wpense of coast plain resembling in
| probability the Llanos of South
merica, covered with a genus of

all sweeping sea coast grass. The,
abitat then of these anoient settlers:

mld not have been at the coast, ex-
ept for the garrison, because it was
xtremely unhealthy.

Sought the Streamr

Therefore, the Apalachiar range

JRoning nearer the coast at this point
han any other on the entire Gulf coast
hey  naturally sought the streams
om the foot hills of the apalachian
pge where they reached the forest
gme was in abundance, and whatev-
of agrieulture, primitive as it was
those ancient days, that could dbe
ried on.

The Spanish Ships.

That there was such a traffic for!

o centuries, of which we have but
tager account, is irrefutable, in the

e, Coe;l, Charcoal and

Wood -

Delivered anywhere in the
ty. We can supply you in
1y quantity and our service
f always prompt. Phone

S

WV

E. G. SEWELL,

JOFFEE!

Coffee Roasters of
West Florida.

cHUGH'S BLENDS

have no equal. Atria!
will convince the con-
noisseur that we
make no extravagant
claims.

holesale and Retail

ROCERS

and all kinds of Feed
Stuffs.

'luto Water

Wholesale and Retail,

tW Orleans Grocery Co.

Jas. McHugh,
Phone 105. Proprietor.

ila treasures and the subject old landmarks left us of th's ancient

commerce. Towhtle~:r gror- F-an'™
ship that entered the Mexican gulf
fduring the urteenia and siXi-eucs cu
{turies, touched at 'the old St. Marks
jfort. The goal of the Spaniard was

milarity between the clay in a exploration, they combed the coast

(of South America, and when they de
sirsd to penetrate the unknown reg
ions beyond the coast line of North
| America they moored those ancient
'galleons at the fort of old St. Marks
and with smaller craft ascended th
small streams, it being then doubt
less well known that from St. Marks
the foothills were nearer than at any
other point, and they naturally map
| ped their route from that ancient
point.

Besides, there was a chain of lakes
in those days that do not now appear.
. There was much more water than
ncw, and it was possible to go from
St. Marks in quite larges craft, by the
| famous Wakulla Spring, one of the
| greatest natural wonders of the conti
‘nent, a crysta] basin 200 feet deep;
thence by and through a chain of
lakes to Lake Jackson some twenty
mileg in length and north of Tallahas-
sees about six miles.

Where Treasure Lies.

The theory of the writer then is
. that this Spanish treasure was not
left at St. 'Marks, but that it lies bur-
ied at this day somewhere on the red
hills of old Leon county, north of Tal-
lahassee on the banks of Lake Jack-
I son,
| To further bear out this theory, the
fact is that the abonigines alwavs
sought such points. to build their ai-
.cient mounds, in which they burled
their dead and yst hidden treasure,
These mounds are not only found on
Lake Jackson, but only a few miles
west of this locality is one of the larg
.est of these ancient mounds in Ameni
ica:n, which wag reached also by 3
issmall stream, from the Chattahooche:2
‘river, now called Kolomokee Creek
at a point a few miles above Blakely

., Where there is to this day one of
the largest and finest pure white chalk
mines on the continent; yet undevel
oped. . :
{ T remember this ancient mound as
a boy. It is a pretty good size little
mountain. My contention is, then, that
if the mystery of the “Wakulla Le-
gend” is ever solved, as it may be
some day, it must be found at some
anclent point on the lower Apalachian
foot hill range.

The Treasure Hunters.

| As enchanting as this story is. the
half of it has nor perhaps ever will be
told, except what the surface of this
anclent territory may reveal to us in
the light of modern deductions.

That the Spaniards of those ancient
‘days and the aborigines carried om an
extensive commerce at St. Marks fort
cannot be refuted. What formed the
bulk of their commerce can only be
|conjectured, but one thing is certain
the Spaniards themselves were a na
tlon of treasure hunters. They per
hapg found no gold on the foot hills
of the Apalachian range, but the evi
dence ig irresistible that they did find
pearls of great price and value in the
'placid streams that ran from these
| foothills into the Gulf. What I am
{about to relate may sound stranger
than fiction, and perhaps it is, but it
is true nevertheless, as abundant evi-
'dence in the Sopchoppy valley shows
to this day, for at’™points just below
these foot hills, in Whakiilla county, on
the banks of the Sopchoppy, and somsa
of its tributaries, are great deposits
of decayed pearl oyster shell, many
thousands of tons of them. How did
they come there? There is, nor can
there be but one answer to that ques
tion—they were ancient pearl fisher-
ies, for occasionally, now very rare
pearls are found and obtained from
the mussell-shell in this  vicinity.

Are Diamonds There?

Yet this is mot“all. The Legend ot
{ Wakulla must unfold yet one more of
its wonderful mysteries, before I close

may be worth, not that there is' any-
thing in it. I am only drawing deduc-
tiong in the premises, let the infer
ences be what they: may.

The foot hills of the Apalachian
range in the counties of Gadsden
Leon, Jefferson and Wakulla have
within recent years revealed a great
portion of their secrets. May they
not reveal more?

The greatest known present value
of their buriedq treasure is their fine
clays, porcelain, kaolin, chalk, cement
and fullers earth. It ig of these clays
that I desire now to speak, and I am
speaking not only from a theoretical
deduection, but from facts as they ex
ist, tangible in all respects. My con-
tention is that it is entirely within the
bounds of possibility, near to proba-
bility, that some of these most remark-
able clays are pure carbon beaning
clays.

Quality of Clays.

1 make this deduction from the fact
that all clays for commercial use must
be comparatively free from pebble,
therefore pebble bearing clays have
not heretofore been in ‘demand.

It is a remarkable fact that some of
these pebble clays have the same out
ward appearance of the South African
peninsular diamond bearing clays;
whether they are chemically the same
is yet to be determined; that they are
similar in appearance and consistency
is true.

1 refer to the hard blue deep clays
of thig gsection, and the pebble bearing
strata of such clays, prospected to
some extent and known to exist to a
great depth at points near these foot
hills. The Kimberly mines of South
Africa, furnishing at the present time
the diamond industry of the world, is
only six miles in extent. They were
discovered by aoceident. That there
are clays in hills of the Apa-
5 raunge are dlamond bear
ing clays, is irrefutable, if these de-
ductions be trv~
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